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official bodies whether provincial or local, were nobly seconded
by non-officials, by philanthropic societies, by educational
establishments, and by a host of voluntary workers. Every-
thing that could have been done with the agency available,
was done. But with a population as vast as is that of India
to day, with a relatively^ low standard ,of living, the control
of so virulent an epidemic is completely outside the present
scope of human endeavours. The magnitude of the task which
the Administration was called upon to face may be gauged
from the fact that it has been estimated that from 50 to 80
per cent, of the total population of India has recently suffered
from influenza. It is undeniable that the catastrophe was
rendered more complete by the generally insanitary conditions
under which the major portion of the population of India live
their lives; and the necessity of redoubling the efforts of the
Administration, both Central and Provincial, to secure the
improvement of those conditions, has become more than ever
apparent.
In the matter of popular distress arising from high prices,
the institutions of local self-government have done excellent
work during the period under review. Some account has
been given on another page as to the steps which the Central
Government took from fcime to time to deal with the high
prices of food grains, of salt, of kerosine and of cotton cloth.
In almost every case the agency through which the efforts
of the Central and Provincial Governments were transmitted
to the people, was that of the local bodies. -In many provinces,
shops were opened by municipalities and district boards*
which supplied salt, grain and kerosine oil to the people
at rates considerably below those obtaining in the local market.
Co-operative societies also performed excellent service in
mitigating the distress caused by excessive profiteering in salt,
oil, and cloth. The effect of the action of Government and
of the local bodies was almost everywhere to reduce prices
considerably, Nonetheless, in so far as the general rise of
prices of commodities in common use was caused by influences
ratiiei- common to the world than peculiar to India, it was
not found possible to prevent the poorer classes of the popula-